NOBEL AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT
provisional validity of two years, or even of one year only. I
believe that there would not be many governments that would
refuse to entertain such a modest proposal, provided that it enjoyed
the support of eminent statesmen. Would it for instance be too
much to ask that the European governments should undertake for
the period of one year to submit to a tribunal set up for the purpose
all differences arising between them, or if they were not prepared
to do this that they should postpone any hostile action until the
expiration of the period stipulated. This might not seem to
amount to much, but it is just by being content with little that
great things are achieved. A year is a short time in the life of a
nation, and the most aggressive minister would feel that it was not
worth his while to tear up a convention that was so soon to expire.
On its expiration all states would be eager to renew for one
year their pact of peace. Thus without any disturbance, and
almost without being awaxe of the fact, a long period of peace
would be secured ; then and then only would it be practicable to
consider the process of gradual disarmament such as is desired by
all reasonable men, and almost all governments. Supposing that a
dispute were to break out between two governments, do you not
think that nine times out of ten passions would subside during
the compulsory armistice before the outbreak of hostilities/*
In August, 1892, the Peace Congress met at Beme, and Bertha von
Suttner was one of the leading persons attending it. Nobel was at
Zurich, and Frau von Suttner wrote urging htm to come to the
Congress. She received no reply to her letter. He did indeed visit
Berne while the Congress was sitting, but only for a few hours and
he took no part in the Congress. When Frau von Suttner visited
him afterwards at Zurich he said to her: " My factories may end
war sooner than your Congresses. The day when two army dorps
will be able to destroy each other in one second, all civilised nations
will recoil from war in horror and disband their armies."
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